THE FUENTES CASE The Carlos Fuentes case was very much in the air during National Book 
Awards week. A petition protesting the ban on Mr, Fuentes {PW, March 
10, 17) was circulated during the ceremonies by Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 
Mr. Fuentes* publisher in the U.S. Roger W. Straus, Jr., president of Far- 
rar, Straus, announced during a press conference about the Fuentes case, 
held on March 1 1 at the Waldorf-Astoria, that the petition had met with 
an amazing response from the publishers, editors, writers and critics at- 
tending the NBA ceremonies. (There was objection, however, that Mr. 
Straus held his press conference at the same time as the scheduled NBA 
press conference for authors.) 


MR. SCHLES/NGER, 
MR. SCHWARTZ AND FUENTES 


At the Fuentes press conference, Arthur M. Schlesingcr, Jr., the historian, 
and Abba P. Schwartz, author of “The Open Society” {Morrow, 1968) 
and Administrator of the Bureau of Security and Consular Affairs during 
the Kennedy Administration, gave their views on the incident. Mr. Schles- 
inger said that he thought the issue was not whether Mr. Fuentes is a dis- 
tinguished writer but whether, in fact, America is an open society and 
has real faith in its values concerning free expression. Mr. Schwartz ex- 
plained that there are three provisions under the McCarran Act that pre- 
vent foreigners from entering the country on security grounds. Two of these 
exclude activists and saboteurs. A third provision bars from entry those 
of unorthodox or unusual political persuasion and it was this provision 
under which Mr. Fuentes was barred. Thousands of others, Mr. Schwartz 
pointed out, are barred each year on the same grounds. He called for the 
abolition of the provision. The Fuentes case, he said, points out its ab- 
surdity. 


WAS THERE **HELP * IN 
THE KING ASSASSINATION? 


“I think he was helped throughout the enterprise on a small scale, 
success was mainly a niaUcr of luck .” says Clay Blair, author of the fortiv 
coming ‘‘^teStrang^Cas^oTjan^ Earl Ray” (Bantam), the first book 
about the controversial case to reach print. Though he expresses no opin- 
ion about the conspiracy theory in his book, Mr. Blair “casts doubt” on 
the possibility. ”J^vaiUgj^[^^^^^^objecti^^aJob^ he said at 

a press conferenceiastwe^T^^pinting down every ic^wITTact that I could 
^t about James Earl Ray.” In the course of his research, Mr. Blair 
traveled over lOilO O miles, 5000 by automobile in the Midwest, investi- 
gating Ray's family life, schooling, criminal activities, prison exp>erience, 
and the details ofjii^^ crime, flight, and capture. Blair feels that Ray was 
motivated by a desire to achieve notoriety inside prison, where he had 
spent most of his adult life. 


POPULARITY OF 


THE CONSPIRACY THEORY 



r% 


Mr. Blair feels that Ray’s inferiority complex, coupled with his ^ gicist back - 
^j^und, caused him to focus on Dr. King as a “fixation for his paranoia?’ 
He explains the initial popularity of a conspiracy theory in terms of two 
points: the early coverage of Ray as a “clownishly inept, smalltime bu^- 
Jgf,” which was based on his previous criminal re^rd, the sheer 
weight of the government’s evidence against him, which caused him to 
seize upon the conspiracy idea as his only defense. Ray, Mr. Blair points 
out, was a “notorious jailhouse lawyer.” As to how he got as far as he 
did before he was captured, Mr. Blair says, “1 think he was clever; he 
ft ggrt ^in cunni ng,” He was a psychotic who lived in a fantasy world 
of false idenUuesand elaborate subterfuges, however, and for whom the 
most exciting element of crime was pursuit. He was in some way compelled 
to be caught, states Blair, who points out Ray’s criminal record shows 
that on occasion, having eluded arrest, he would actually circle back in 
order to be pursued again. When PW talked to Mr. Blair last week he had 
completed the manuscript 20 minutes earlier. Bantam expects to have it 
on the stands the middle of this week. Will there be a hardback version? 
Marc Jaffe, Bantam editorial director, said he had had “one inquiry” and 
expected more. 
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